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force of all the bordering powers, and to which the house
of Austria is not equal in its full strength, much less when
its treasures had been exhausted, and its troops destroyed
in an unfortunate war before the death of the emperour;
and when almost every part of its dominions was threat-
ened by a particular power, and the troops of each pro-
vince were employed in the defence of their own towns;
so that no great armies could be collected, because no
place could be left without defenders*

Such was the state of the Austrian dominions, when the
troops of France broke in upon them; and in this state it
must readily be acknowledged, that neither courage nor
prudence could procure success; that no stratagems could
long divert, nor any resistance repel such superiority of
power, and that, therefore, relief must be speedy, to be
efficacious.

That to bring the relief which we had promised, with
expedition sufficient to procure any advantages to our
ally, to preserve her provinces from being laid waste, her
towns from being stormed, and her armies from being
ruined; to repress the confidence of the French, and recall
them from conquests to the defence of their own terri-
tories, it was apparently necessary to hire foreign troops ;
for to have sent over all.our own forces, had been to have
tempted the French to change their design of invading the
Austrian dominions, into that of attacking Britain, and at-
tempting to add this kingdom to their other conquests ; to
have raised new troops with expedition equal to the ne-
cessity that demanded them, was either absolutely impos-
sible, or at least, very difficult; and when raised, they
would have been only new troops, who, whatever might be
their courage, would have been without skill in war, and
would, therefore, have been distrusted by those whom they
assisted, and despised by those whom they opposed.

Nothing, therefore, remained, but that auxiliaries should
be tried, and the only question then to be decided, was,
what nation should be solicited to supply us ? Nor was this
so difficult to be answered as in former times, since there
was not the usual liberty of choice ; many of the princes
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